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NETWORKING AT CHAMBER EVENTS

Networking is an invaluable tool that anyone in the business world can utilize. Effective networking can be your best form of marketing, as well as being extremely affordable. The chance to meet and network with other business owners and decision-makers is a primary reason to attend Chamber events. All Chamber events are designed to facilitate networking for our members.

To give a definition of networking, networking occurs when there is a planned event or gathering with the primary goal of connecting with others. The purpose of networking can vary based on one’s own agenda, yet the primary focus is to meet people, and have people meet you. In other words, you have the opportunity to market yourself and your business in a relaxed, social situation. This often proves to be a comfortable situation for all involved.

In order to network successfully, follow these tips:
· Arrive early – you’ll be assured the maximum opportunity to meet everyone.
· Remember to bring plenty of business cards, and your purse or personal calendar to store business cards you collect from others.
· Be prepared to make at least ten new contacts, and don’t waste valuable time chatting with co-workers and friends.

· Make sure to shake hands when introduced, or when you introduce yourself.

· Don’t be afraid to approach people you don’t know and introduce yourself.

· Wear a nametag.

· Don’t hard sell yourself or your company. Networking events are to be social and semi-informal/relaxed.

· Do your best to remember names of individuals you have met.

· After the meeting, it is important that you follow up with the people you have met in a timely manner. If someone was interested in your company, don’t wait two or three weeks to drop them a line; they may have forgotten you by then.

· Also, it is very important to follow through on any promises you have made. If you told someone you would call with some information, make sure you do it! It is very important to be credible and reliable in order for your networking efforts to be truly fruitful.
